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Prior to issuance of the first substantive Office Action, please amend the above-identified 
patent application as follows: 



In the Claims 

Please substitute the claim set in the appendix entitled Clean Version of Pending Claims 
for the previously pending claim set. The substitute claim set is intended to reflect amendment of 
previously pending claim 26. The specific amendment to individual claim is detailed in the 
following marked up set of claims. 



26. (Amended) The method of claim 25, wherein the enveloped virus is selected from the group 
consisting of HrVl.HIV2. SIV, Mo-MLV, influenza virus and Ebola virus. 



Response to Restriction Requirement 
In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed March 13, 2002 with respect to the 
above-identified application, Applicants provisionally elect Group I (claims 1-13) drawn to the 
polypeptide. 

The Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that certain of the claims subject to 
restriction are so closely related within the context of the disclosure of the application that they 
are not properly considered independent and distinct within the statutory meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
§121. 
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More specifically, the invention of Group I and the invention of Group II are related as 
immunogenic polypeptide, and a vaccine employing said polypeptide as the immunogen. 

Although these inventions are separately classified, a search of the claimed stabilized 
viral envelope protein trimer would necessarily include a search of the vaccine art, for vaccines 
containing this poplypeptide as the active ingredient. It is regretfully urged that such a search 
would not impose an undue burden on the Examiner. 

It is evident that these groups of claims are so closely related that the Restriction 
Requirement is properly traversed and reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

Remarks 

Claim 26 has been amended, and the claims pending in the above-identified application 
are claims 1-47. 

The amendment to claim 26 is supported by claim 41 . 
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